
   CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION  
   PARISH HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

1988 Archbishop Ignatius Strecker purchases 35 acres of land 
 

1991 Fr. Larry Albertson chosen as Pastor for new parish.  
  Officially named Church of the Ascension, 500 registered families. 

 
 

1993 Reverend James P. Keleher named Archbishop.   
  Over 1,000 families registered in Church of the Ascension. 

 

1994 School Development Committee forms. 
  Preliminary plans to build a $4.9 million church facility. 
  School of Religion has over 700 students enrolled.  

 

1995 Archbishop Keleher officiates groundbreaking of new facility.    
  Parish over 1,450 families, SOR more than 1,100 students.  
  Fr. Joseph Lopez is appointed our 1st Parochial Vicar.  

 

1997 March 2 - Church of the Ascension holds dedication ceremony. 
  August 25 - Ascension Catholic School opens:  K-5 program. 
 
1998 The first parish fundraiser, Mardi Gras, was held. 

 
2001 March 6 - Parish mourns unexpected death of Fr. Joseph Lopez. 
  1st Eighth grade class graduates.  
  Fr. Al Herber appointed new Parochial Vicar.  

 
2003 Fr. Larry Albertson moved to Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish in Wea.  
  Fr. Thomas Tank, Vicar General & Chancellor appointed new Pastor.   
  Fr. Gary Pennings appointed new Parochial Vicar.  

 
2004 Welcome Mass for Coadjutor Archbishop Joseph Naumann. 
  Fr. Gabriel Landis appointed new Parochial Vicar.   

 Christ Renews His Parish Retreat Program begins. 
 

2005 Fr. Thomas Tank appointed Reverend Monsignor. 
  Retirement Mass for Archbishop Emeritus Keleher. 

 
2006 Celebrate 15th year anniversary.  2,481 registered families. 
  1st CD produced by Ascension Choir, “Together, We Sing!” 
  Fr. Bruce Ansems appointed new Parochial Vicar.   
  Church of Ascension Endowment Fund established. 

 
2007 Msgr. Tom celebrates his 40th Anniversary of Ordination. 
 Ordination Mass for 3 Archdiocesan Seminarians which includes  Fr. Richard Warsnak, new Parochial 

Vicar (to 2009).   
  New Parish Office, Youth & Adult Faith Centers completed 
 
2008 Parish membership includes 2,682 families.   
  Catholics Reengaging Program initiated.   
  Parish Pastoral Plan completed.   
  Covenant of Love Marriage Enrichment Ministry began.    

 
2009     Fr. Matthew Schiffelbein appointed new Parochial Vicar (to 2011).  

2010     Several new ministries began in 2010 including: Addiction Support and Legion of Mary.  
  Introduced Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Program in the school.  
  Parish membership is over 2,800 families.   
  A new website was rolled out.      



2011      Fr. Lazar Carasala appointed new Parochial Vicar (to 2013).   

2012 Launched Family Formation program. 

2013      Sanctuary renovation completed in October which included movement of the choir area from behind the 
altar to an area within the congregation seating and the stained glass windows were lowered into an 
alcove built behind the alter.  
Fr.Nathan Haverland appointed Parochial Vicar (to July 2016).   
 

2014    On November 18, a new custom hand-card wood crucifix was added and now crowns the Sanctuary.  
Fr. Alessandro Borraccia (Apostles of the Interior Life) appointed as Parochial Vicar. 

2015      In October, installed new landscaping and carillon system bells to ring at 8am, 12 noon and 6pm as a 
reminder to pray the Angelus.   

 
2016      Celebrate 25th year anniversary   
  2900 registered families.  
  Fr. Viet Nguyen Appointed Parochial Vicar (to 2023). 
 
2017 Fr. Michael Guastello appointed Parochial Vicar (to 2019).  
  Msgr. Tom celebrates 50th Anniversary of Ordination. 
  Deacon John Stanley ordained a Permanent Deacon. 
 
2018 Began the Young Adults ministry. 
 
2020 New Adoration Chapel completed, added canopy. 

  Rebranded annual parish fund-raiser from Mardi Gras to Celebrate Ascension. 
Covid-19 shut down of the church and school. 
Deacon Kris Kuckelman ordained a Permanent Deacon. 
 

2021 Celebrated 30th Anniversary as a parish. 
Fr. Gary Pennings appointed new pastor.  Msgr. Thomas Tank moved to Holy Spirit parish. 

 

2022  Fr. Brent Stull appointed as Parochial Vicar (to July 2025).   
Converted parish database to Realm. 
Launched Special Needs ministry in parish and school. 
 

2023 Fr. Colm Larkin appointed as Parochial Vicar and Chaplain at St. Thomas Aquinas high school.  

2024 Held last Christ Renews His Parish Retreat and sunset the program. 

  Completed playground improvement project and grounds landscaping projects. 

  Deacon Michael Uhlmansiek ordained a Permanent Deacon. 
 

2025 Archbishop Joseph Naumann retired and Archbishop Shawn McKnight was installed.  

Fr. Jude Anin-Agyei appointed as Parochial Vicar.   

Received CFNEK Distinguished Organization Award. 

Hosted Archbishop Naumann Appreciation Mass and Reception.  

Completed several refresh projects:  lower level bathrooms, kitchen floor replacement, narthex. 
3400 families registered 

 

2026  Parish celebrates 35th anniversary. 


