
Dear Friends of Ascension,

As we celebrate the 35th anniversary of our parish and welcome your new pastor this July, I want to pause with gratitude 

and reflect on the many blessings God has poured out upon our parish over the past five years.

Our parish purpose is to draw people into transformational encounters with Jesus Christ and His Church, and I have seen 

that purpose lived out in many ways. Our enhanced focus on the Eucharist and the liturgy has enriched our spiritual lives. 
Through adult faith classes, parish missions, marriage enrichment, and community events, we have continued helping 

parishioners grow in faith and fellowship. We have strengthened our parish community through new outreach efforts, special 
needs support, annual parish celebrations, and by the generosity of countless volunteers.

These efforts are bearing fruit. Since the challenges of COVID, Mass attendance has steadily increased, our parish family 
has grown by 100+ households, and this Easter Vigil welcomed one of the largest groups received into the Church in recent 
memory. Participation in OCIA and vocations also continues to grow.

Your generosity of time, talent, and treasure has made all of this possible. Because of your support, we have also been able 
to maintain and improve our campus through important building, safety, and infrastructure upgrades while continuing the 

mission of the parish.

As I conclude my time as your shepherd, I thank you for your faith, generosity, and commitment to Jesus and our parish. It 
has been a blessing and privilege to serve this community. I ask you to continue your support of Ascension’s mission and 
to warmly welcome your next pastor, Fr. Scott Wallisch, with the same kindness and encouragement you have shown me.

May God continue to bless Church of the Ascension and all those who call it home.

5 YEARS OF BLESSINGS
AT CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION (2021–2026)

Fr. Gary Pennings

Parochial Administrator 

May 2026

While rising operating costs and aging 
facilities continue to present challenges, 

your faithful stewardship, along with gifts 

through Celebrate Ascension and Giving 
Tuesday, have allowed Ascension to 

proceed responsibly. Even though annual 

expenses have outpaced income for 

the past three years and projections 

for this year follow the same trend, 

your previous gifts have enabled us to use 

reserved funds to address our many facility 

and campus needs. Moving forward, your 
continued generosity will be necessary to 

enable Ascension to continue to meet its 

spiritual and material goals.

Please review the “5 Years of Blessings” 

video on our website and the following 

information on both pages for more details.
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2025–2026 EXPENDITURES VS. REVENUE
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COMPLETED PROJECTS: 2021–2026

•  Finished extensive concrete, railings, and landscaping to correct water intrusion

•  Replaced damaged wiring and conduit in school and church
•  Repaired water-damaged areas and re-roofed narthex to prevent further leaks
•  Upgraded and repaired interior and exterior of rectory

•   Installed security cameras and electronic door locks; updated fire alarm system 
and emergency exit lighting

•  Refurbished narthex, kitchen, and bathrooms in the lower level
•  Upgraded lights in church and behind stained glass

•  Replaced parking lot lights 
•  Repaired damaged curbs around campus parking lots
•  Renovations to move preschool location from nursery to school
•  Repainted school hallways, bathrooms, and classrooms; updated flooring
•  Began replacing outdated HVAC systems throughout the campus 
•  Purchased new dishwasher and cafeteria tables
•  Updated the church and school websites

Over the past five years, we have worked diligently to maintain and improve our buildings and campus. With the guidance 
of the Finance Council and Maintenance Committee, we addressed significant capital needs. See below for more details. 

TOTAL: $3,454,640

PROJECTS PLANNED FOR SUMMER 2026

•   Repairing roof leaks in the church and school and adding new overlay on 
school’s flat roof

•  Upgrading numerous security and safety features for the school and church

•  Upgrading audio/visual system in the church

•  Refreshing Parish Hall, hallway walls, and floors
•  Upgrading the kitchenette in Adult Faith hallway

•  Replacing garage doors at the Rectory
•  Renovating the school gym – floors, walls, bleachers, and lights
•  Making bathroom and playground modifications for preschool certification
•   Adding walls in principal’s/vice principal’s offices to make additional office 

and special education space 

•  Upgrading rosary garden and playground area

•   Repairing HVAC controllers throughout campus and replacing HVAC unit in 
the Parish Hall

•  Repairing sidewalks around the school and church
•  Installing new phone system for the campus

TOTAL: $1,308,000

PROJECTS BEYOND 2026

•  Fix the water line for fire sprinklers closest to the building
•  Potential sanctuary improvements (pews and painting)
•  Update classrooms, offices, and meeting rooms on a rotating basis
•  Replace carpeting in narthex and stairway
•  Re-seal windows throughout the campus 
•  Upgrade more HVAC units
•  Replace water heaters and two boilers
•  Replace elevators
•  Purchase new chairs/tables for Parish Hall A side
•  Purchase new school intercom system
•  Re-pave parking lots


