Icon of the Nativity of Baby Jesus
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Please stop by the Adoration Chapel and see the newest icon
recounting the life of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Our new icon is of the
nativity of the baby Jesus and completes the set of icons that recount
the life of Christ from His birth, His crucifixion, His resurrection, and
His Ascension into Heaven.

The Nativity icon tells the story of Christ’s birth, as found in the
Scriptures and Holy Tradition. Like most festal icons, the Nativity icon
is not only a mere historical record of Christ’s birth but also a
reflection of the theological meaning of the feast. The feast’s central
theme is the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God, who
emptied Himself of His divine glory and accepted a human flesh for
the salvation of the world. The infant Christ is shown wrapped in white
swaddling clothes, foreshadowing His death and His burial. The white
swaddling clothes remind us of the white linen shroud that will wrap
Jesus’ body after His death on the Cross.

The dark cave, where the newborn Child lies, represents the world’s
darkness in sin before Christ. It also symbolizes the tomb of Christ,
where He was buried after His death on the Cross. At the center of
the icon, the Virgin Mary is depicted kneeling towards the newborn
Child. Compared to the rest of the characters, her larger size and
unique position, beside the Baby, at the heart of the icon, emphasizes her essential role in the divine plan of
salvation. Her model of obedience, accepting the incarnate Word of God, gave her a dominant place in the
mystery of the Incarnation.

In Orthodox iconography, the Virgin Mary is always depicted wearing a veil with three stars on her forehead,
the right, and the left shoulders. The three stars signify her inviolate and perpetual virginity, before, during, and
after giving birth to Christ. Saint Joseph is shown kneeling and is positioned beneath both Mary and Jesus; his
outstretched hands indicate a sense of questioning and perhaps confusion. Joseph’s confusion reflects
humanity’s disbelief and struggle to understand the mystery of the Incarnation of Christ. Eventually, however,
Joseph overcomes his doubts and serves the mystery of the Incarnation, as he becomes the human guardian
of Christ, the Child.

The Angels in the icon have two roles: To announce Christ’s birth and give Him glory. To the right, we see the
angel announcing the good news to the shepherds. To the left, the angels appear dressed in long garments,
standing in a posture of reverence for the newborn Child, offering praises: “Glory to God in the highest and on
earth peace, goodwill toward men” (Lk 2:14). The shepherds stand, on the right, listening to the good news
brought to them by the angel: “...1 bring you good tidings of great joy, ... For unto you is born this day... a
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” (LK 2:11).

Additionally, we see a young shepherd sitting on a rock playing his flute, showing humanity’s joy in the Good
tidings of Christ’s birth, adding the music of humankind to the angels’ hymns in glorifying the incarnate Word of
God. On the left side of the cave are the Wise Men, royal figures from the East, who came to witness the
fulfillment of the prophecy of Jesus’s birth. Guided by the star, the Magi came to honor Jesus with gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

The Nativity icon is not bound by space or time. Instead, it brings together many images and events from
different points in time, forming a complex composition that reveals both the historical reality and the spiritual
meaning of the feast.




