FATHER GARY PENNINGS

PASTOR'S CORNER

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

In this weekend’s Gospel, Jesus calls His disciples to be “salt and
light”. By that He means, that those who embrace and live the truth
of the Gospel, are called to “season” the world with virtue and to
“illuminate” the spiritually dark places of the world, letting the truth
and light of the Gospel shine forth.

Our world today is rocked by division, violence, partisanship and all
kinds of anxiety and malice. The recent protests over immigration
policy and ICE enforcement practices are just one example of the
toxic environment that pervades our nation. The issues that modern
society faces are complex and have come about often only after years
or decades of neglect, abuse, or corruption.

It is important now more than ever that well-formed Christians let their
voices be heard. But not necessarily heard as just one more talking
pundit or ideologue preaching one’s own political orthodoxy. Rather,
the voices that need to be heard must be voices of reason that invite
virtue into the dialogue and instill hope that common ground can be
peaceably found.

The Catechism has beautiful and balanced teachings on individual
and national responsibilities as it relates not only to migration and the
right of nations to guard their sovereignty, but also on issues of the
dignity of human life, economic justice, human sexuality, marriage
and family life, as well as on the meaning of life and humanity’s
ultimate destiny.

In the coming weeks, our bulletin will feature a section highlighting
teaching from the Catechism and other Church documents on the
contemporary issues that society faces. Being well informed on
what Christ and His Church teach will better enable us to contribute
constructively to the dialogue and to the be the “salt and light” that
Jesus calls us to be.

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life,

Z Ser



