FATHER GARY PENNINGS

PASTOR'S CORNER

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Last weekend we celebrated the Solemnity of the Epiphany, traditionally
celebrated on January 6th, the 12th day of Christmas. The theme of the
Epiphany is the revelation of Jesus as a Light to the nations. The word,
“epiphany”, means a revelatory manifestation or a sudden insight. The
account of the arrival of the Magi, revealed that Jesus was the newborn
King of the Jews and the Savior for non- Jews as well.

While most associate the Epiphany with the wisemen from the East,
the revelatory manifestation also includes other ways that Jesus’ true
identity was revealed. Those other events include his baptism in the
Jordan that we celebrate today.

As Jesus came up from the water, the Spirit of God descended like
a dove and rested upon Him, and a voice came from the heavens,
saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.” In this
scriptural account we observe a revelatory manifestation of the Triune
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Jesus’ identity as the divine Son of
God is made evident.

But in Jesus’ willingness to undergo baptism, which He didn't need
because He was sinless, He changes the meaning of baptism for the
rest of us. Because of Jesus, and His passion, death and resurrection,
we are reborn spiritually in the saving waters. Through faith in Jesus’
saving action the graces of Christ's Cross are applied to us in the
waters of baptism.

We were all born once by nature, from the womb of our mother, but in
baptism we are born again by grace. Our sins are washed away, the
divine life which was driven from us by the rebellion of our first parents,
is restored and we become temples of the Holy Spirit. We become
adopted into the family of God through the merits of the only begotten
Son, Jesus.

In the First Letter of Peter, the Prince of the Apostles refers to Noah and
the flood. Peter says that the flood prefigured baptism, which saves you
now. Jesus didn’t need baptism, but we do.

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life,
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