FATHER GARY PENNINGS

PASTOR'S CORNER

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

| invite you to avail yourself to our parish mission that begins this week.
We are blessed to have Fr. Alessandro Boraccia, a priest of the Diocese
of Rome, and past parochial vicar here at Ascension, back to lead our
parish mission. Welcome back, Fr. Alessandro!

Father Alessandro will explore “The Gospel
Unleashed”, the theme of our parish mission. He
will preach at all the Masses this weekend and will
give the mission on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday,
February 1, 2 and 3 at 6:30pPm in the church. A
reception will follow in the parish hall. It is a great opportunity to
get ready for the Season of Lent by unleashing the Gospel anew in
your life.

The Gospel passage for this weekend is from Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount and is often referred to as “The Beatitudes”, a word that means
“blessed” or “happy’. At first reading, the text appears counter intuitive.
Blessed are the poor in spirit? Blessed are those who mourn?

But these statements reflect a recipe for holiness and a preview of
Jesus’ own disposition on the cross. The Lord, from His cross, embraces
poverty. He mourns for mankind’s sins, He exudes mercy, and endures
insults and persecutions out of love.

In the second reading from Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians, he reminds
us that “God chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise, and God
chose the weak of the world to shame the strong, and God chose the
lowly and despised of the world, those who count for nothing.”

God’s ways are not the ways of the world. God doesn't transform the
world by worldly powers or by fame, wealth, or pleasure; but through
humility, obedience and faithfulness. Pray that these Gospel truths will

be unleashed in your life.

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life,
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