FATHER GARY PENNINGS

PASTOR'S CORNER

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

On this second Sunday of Advent as we continue preparing for the
Lord’s appearance, John the Baptist comes on the scene in the scripture
readings.

John is the one who prepares the way of the Lord. He calls the children
of Abraham to repent of their ways and ready their hearts for the coming
Messiah. John is rather fiery and “in your face” with those who come to
him only for show and lack a sincere desire to change. He is particularly
direct with the Pharisees and Sadducees, calling them a “brood of vipers”.

The Baptist makes a powerful statement about repentance. He says,
“produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance”. His point is that
repentance cannot be presumptuous, but must be from the heart, with a
sincere intention of changing one’s ways.

The seasons of Advent and Lent both call the faithful to repentance, Lent
more so than Advent. But Advent does invite us to make the necessary
changes so that we are well prepared to celebrate Christmas rightly, but
even more so, that we are prepared for the Lord’s ultimate return, when
we will see Him face-to-face.

St. Paul reminds us in the second reading from the Letter to the Romans,
that what has been revealed in the scriptures is for our instruction and
that we are called to endure in hope.

S0, as we continue our journey through Advent, may we seek God’s help
in changing whatever hinders us from being prepared to encounter the
Lord. May we endure in faith and in joyful hope for the coming of our

Savior.

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life,
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