
  •  DECEMBER 25, 2025Merry Christmas

9510 W. 127TH STREET • OVERLAND PARK, KS 66213 • KCASCENSION.ORG

A Christmas Poem
The Word Became Flesh

“The Word is born this very night:

Hail, Mary, full of grace!

A hanging lantern sheds its light

On Joseph’s anxious face.

The Word must come in human form,

In God’s redemptive plan.

A Babe takes every heart by storm,

But who will heed the Man?

The Word is born this very night,

And humble is the place;

The world is dark, but hope is bright,

And sinners look for grace.

The Word has come to end the war

Which Adam first began.
O bless the Babe who sleeps on straw.

And listen to the Man!”

—FRED PRATT GREEN—
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Today we celebrate the mystery of God becoming man. We often see it as a 

birthday celebration, and, of course, we commemorate the birth of our Savior.  

But it is also, in a sense, a “wedding” anniversary, for on that first Christmas, the 
divine and the human were wed, the heavenly and the earthly united, the infinite 
with the finite,God and man becoming one flesh.

God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son (Jn 3:16). The Word became 

flesh and made his dwelling among us (Jn 1:14). The Angels announced, “good 
news of great joy … a Savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord” (Lk 

2:11). Centuries later, great saints continued to reflect on the mystery of that first 
Christmas.

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430)

Man’s maker was made man, that He, 

Ruler of the stars, 

might nurse at His mother’s breast; 

that the Bread might hunger, 

the Fountain thirst, 

the Light sleep, 

the Way be tired on its journey; 

that the Truth might be accused of false witness, the Teacher be beaten with 

whips,

the Foundation be suspended on wood; 

that Strength might grow weak; 

that the Healer might be wounded; 

that Life might die

St. Leo the Great (c.400-461)

Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; 

let us rejoice. 

Sadness should have no place 

on the birthday of life. 

The fear of death has been swallowed up; 

life brings us joy 

with the promise of eternal happiness. 

No one is shut out from this joy; 

all share the same reason for rejoicing. 

Our Lord, victor over sin and death, 

finding no man free from sin, came to free us all.

“While the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ” (Jn1:17).

Merry Christmas!

PASTOR’S CORNER
Father Gary Pennings

Monday–Thursday: 8:30AM–4:00PM

Friday: 8:30AM–12:00PM

OFFICE HOURS

(913) 681–3348
AscensionChurch@KCAscension.org

Tuesday: 11:00AM AND 6:30PM

Wednesday: 5:30PM

Saturday: 3:00PM           

Sunday: 4:00PM                    

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:30PM

Sunday: 8:15AM, 10:00AM, 11:45AM, 5:00PM

Monday–Friday: 7:00AM, 12:00PM

Saturday: 8:30AM

WEEKDAY MASS

SUNDAY MASS

Daily*: 6:00AM–9:00PM

PERPETUAL
ADORATION

* Closed Monday & Thursday 

2:00PM–3:00PM for cleaning

After Hours: 9:00PM–6:00AM

(Code Required) 

December 31: 4:00PM

MASS TIMES

January 1: 9:00AM, 12:00PM

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED: DECEMBER 24–26

holy day of obligation
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PARISH TOPICS

The Catholic Church, as a good mother, obliges her children 

to participate in Mass on Sundays and certain holy days as 

an act of love for their own good.  

Keep Holy the Lord’s Day:

The Ten Commandments say, “keep holy the Sabbath”.  

For the Jews, Saturday was the sabbath day.  For the first 
Christians however, Christ’s death and resurrection fulfilled 
the spiritual truth of the Jewish sabbath and announces 

man’s eternal rest in God.  Following apostolic practice we 

observe the Lord’s Day.

The Catholic Catechism tells us that Sunday is expressly 

distinguished from the sabbath, and for Christians, its 

ceremonial observance replaces that of the sabbath 

(Catechism 2175).  So, we keep holy the Lord’s Day by 

participating in Mass.

Prayer, Sacrifice and Worship:
Some who question the necessity of attending Mass on 

Sunday will say, “Is not God everywhere; can I not pray to 

Him anywhere?”  Yes, of course, God is everywhere and, 

yes, you can pray to Him anywhere.  But Mass is more than 

just prayer.

For the Jews of Jesus’ day, worshipping God was associated 

with offering sacrifice.  A Jew could pray anywhere, and they 
would study the Torah (scriptures) in the local synagogue 

and hear the rabbis teach there.  But worship took place at 

the Temple, where they offered sacrifice.

Recognizing the Mass as a participation in the sacrifice on 
the cross, the Church Fathers who taught in the first centuries 
of Christianity, clearly connected the Mass to sacrifice.  We 
come to Mass, not only to pray, but to participate in offering 
to our Heavenly Father, the saving sacrifice of Jesus.   

We go to Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation to 

offer a pleasing sacrifice to God and to unite the sacrifices of 
our own lives with the one sacrifice that saves, the sacrifice 
of Jesus, made once-for-all on Calvary, and made present 

at every Mass.

Mass is how we best worship God. 

We just completed Advent, the season of preparation before Christmas. Today we begin our 

celebration of the Lord’s Nativity, and we extend that celebration throughout the Christmas Season. 

It begins on Christmas Eve, as we rejoice in the Lord’s Birth on December 25th, and extends to the 

Baptism of the Lord, on the Sunday after the Epiphany.

Beginning on Christmas Day, eight days are dedicated to an Octave of Christmas, after the Jewish 

pattern for the greatest feasts. During this octave the Feast of the Holy Family is celebrated, and it 

culminates in the honoring of Mary as the Mother of God on January 1st.  This title was first given 
to her by the early Councils, as a defense of her Son’s divinity against those who argued He was 

not God, or not eternally so.

The cost of salvation and discipleship is never out of sight, however, during the Octave. The Church 

recalls the Holy Innocents, killed by Herod in a frantic search for the Messiah, and the proto-martyr 

Stephen, killed as Saul (Paul), stood by.

Finally, the Christmas Season concludes by looking forward to the Public Life and Ministry of 

Jesus, with the Solemnity of the Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord. These events, which 

mark “manifestations” of Christ’s divinity, serve as bookends to His hidden life from infancy to the 

inauguration of His public ministry.

So, keep the lights on – it’s Christmas Season!

Why Catholics Go to 

Mass on SundayS AND HOLY DAYS

What is the Christmas Season?
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CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS
These memorials are remembered in the intention of the Christmas Masses.

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS


