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The Word Became Flesh
“The Word is born this very night:
Hail, Mary, full of grace!

A hanging lantern sheds its light
On Joseph'’s anxious face.

The Word must come in human form,
In God’s redemptive plan.
A Babe takes every heart by storm,
But who will heed the Man?

The Word is born this very night,
And humble is the place;
The world is dark, but hope is bright,
And sinners look for grace.

The Word has come to end the war
Which Adam first began.
O bless the Babe who sleeps on straw.
And listen to the Man!”

—FRED PRATT GREEN—
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S CENSION FATHER GARY PENNINGS
A PASTOR'S CORNER
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Solemnity of

Mary, TR -
\I ()ﬂl er OfG Od Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, . .
< Today we celebrate the mystery of God becoming man. We often see it as a
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION birthday celebration, and, of course, we commemorate the birth of our Savior.
But it is also, in a sense, a “wedding” anniversary, for on that first Christmas, the
divine and the human were wed, the heavenly and the earthly united, the infinite

A v
MASS TIMES with the finite, God and man becoming one flesh.

D ber 31: 4:00 God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son (Jn 3:16). The Word became
ecember 31: 4:00PM flesh and made his dwelling among us (Jn 1:14). The Angels announced, “good

January 1: 9:00Am, 12:00PM news of great joy ... a Savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord” (Lk
2:11). Centuries later, great saints continued to reflect on the mystery of that first
Christmas.

WEEKDAY MASS St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430)

Monday-Friday: 7:00am, 12:00PM Man’s maker was made man, that He,

Saturday: 8:30AM Ruler of the stars,

might nurse at His mother’s breast;
that the Bread might hunger,

SUNDAY MASS the Fountan tirt,

Saturday: 4:30Pm the Light sleep,

Sunday: 8:15Am, 10:00AM, 11:45AM, 5:00PM the Way be tired on its journey;
that the Truth might be accused of false witness, the Teacher be beaten with
whips,

R E c 0 N GI LIATI 0 N the Foundation be suspended on wood;

that Strength might grow weak;
Tuesday: 11:00AM AND 6:30PM that the Healer might be wounded;
Wednesday: 5:30Pm

that Life might die

Saturday: 3:00Pm

Sunday: 4:00pPM St. Leo the Great (c.400-461)
Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born;
let us rejoice.

PER P ETUAI— Sadness should have no place
AD 0 HATl 0 N on the birthday of life.

The fear of death has been swallowed up;

Daily*: 6:00AM—9:00PM life brings us joy

*Closed Monday & Thursday with the promise of eternal happiness.
2:00PM-=3:00PM for cleaning No one is shut out from this joy;

After Hours: 9:00PM—6:00AM all share the same reason for rejoicing.
(Code Required) Our Lord, victor over sin and death,

finding no man free from sin, came to free us all.

0 FFI CE H U U RS “While the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus

Christ” (Jn1:17).
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED: DECEMBER 24-26
Monday-Thursday: 8:30Am—4:00PMm

Friday: 8:30AM—12:00PM Z /65
¢ (913) 681-3348 : “‘af

< AscensionChurch@KCAscension.org

Merry Christmas!
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PARISH TOPICS €

The Catholic Church, as a good mother, obliges her children yes, you can pray to Him anywhere. But Mass is more than
to participate in Mass on Sundays and certain holy days as  just prayer.

an act of love for their own good.
For the Jews of Jesus’ day, worshipping God was associated

Keep Holy the Lord’s Day: with offering sacrifice. A Jew could pray anywhere, and they

The Ten Commandments say, “keep holy the Sabbath”. ~ would study the Torah (scriptures) in the local synagogue
For the Jews, Saturday was the sabbath day. For the first and hear the rabbis teach there. But worship took place at
Christians however, Christ's death and resurrection fulfiled ~ the Temple, where they offered sacrifice.

the spiritual truth of the Jewish sabbath and announces
man’s eternal rest in God. Following apostolic practice we
observe the Lord’s Day.

Recognizing the Mass as a participation in the sacrifice on
the cross, the Church Fathers who taughtin the first centuries
of Christianity, clearly connected the Mass to sacrifice. We

The Catholic Catechism tells us that Sunday is expressly ~ come to Mass, not only to pray, but to participate in offering
distinguished from the sabbath, and for Christians, its  to our Heavenly Father, the saving sacrifice of Jesus.
ceremonial observance replaces that of the sabbath
(Catechism 2175). So, we keep holy the Lord’s Day by
participating in Mass.

We go to Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation to
offer a pleasing sacrifice to God and to unite the sacrifices of
our own lives with the one sacrifice that saves, the sacrifice
Prayer, Sacrifice and Worship: of Jesus, made once-for-all on Calvary, and made present

Some who question the necessity of attending Mass on at every Mass.

Sunday will say, “Is not God everywhere; can | not pray to

_ _ Mass is how we best worship God.
Him anywhere?” Yes, of course, God is everywhere and,

WHAT IS THE CHRISTMAS SEASON?

We just completed Advent, the season of preparation before Christmas. Today we begin our
celebration of the Lord’s Nativity, and we extend that celebration throughout the Christmas Season.
It begins on Christmas Eve, as we rejoice in the Lord’s Birth on December 25th, and extends to the
Baptism of the Lord, on the Sunday after the Epiphany.

Beginning on Christmas Day, eight days are dedicated to an Octave of Christmas, after the Jewish
pattern for the greatest feasts. During this octave the Feast of the Holy Family is celebrated, and it
culminates in the honoring of Mary as the Mother of God on January 1st. This title was first given
to her by the early Councils, as a defense of her Son’s divinity against those who argued He was
not God, or not eternally so.

The cost of salvation and discipleship is never out of sight, however, during the Octave. The Church
recalls the Holy Innocents, killed by Herod in a frantic search for the Messiah, and the proto-martyr
Stephen, killed as Saul (Paul), stood by.

Finally, the Christmas Season concludes by looking forward to the Public Life and Ministry of
Jesus, with the Solemnity of the Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord. These events, which
mark “manifestations” of Christ’s divinity, serve as bookends to His hidden life from infancy to the
inauguration of His public ministry.

So, keep the lights on — it's Christmas Season!
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€ CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS

These memorials are remembered in the intention of the Christmas Masses. "

Sharon Andersen
Bob & Mary Baldwin

Members of the Baska &
McLaury Families

Blaine Matthew Billinger

Members of the John &
Louisa Boor Family

Mary Brown
Dennis & Margaret Burke
Joseph & Dorothy Carnelia
Al & Jeanne Carver
Dennis Carver
Herb Cheray
Nancy Cheray
Sean Arturo Clark
Matthew Connaughton
Glen & Ann Deitcher
Members of the Doran & Prior Families
Carolyn Elfrink
Bill Endsley
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Essner
David Farrell
David Fields
Eric Fine
Andrew Fischbach
Ann Fischbach
Yvette Fischbach
Mary, John & Terry Ford
Megan Freking
Richard D. Fry
Al & Bertie Geiger
James & Mary Gillespie

Members of the Glasser &
Gottardi Families

Members of the Gress &
Quigley Families
Sandy Griesel
Lavon Gstohl
Howard Hanagan
Evelyn & Joseph Harbourne
Bruno Harper
Vern Healy
Ferrell Heeter
Art & Etta Heinemann
Darla Henderson

Mary Henderson
Brady Henson
Elaine G. Herman
Matthew Houston
Mike Houston
Brad Hunter
Roger & Joan James
David Jansen
Ray & Adele Jansen
Charles & Jane Keefer
Sue Keefer
Elta Kerby
Marlin Kerby
Ed & Bernadine Kerstiens

Members of the Kerwin &
Porch Families

Jim Kiefer

Maurice & Marcella “Ellie” Klee

Carol Klump
Clyde Klump
Douglas Klump
Maria Klump
William A. Koski
Jacob Kuckelman
Mary Ann Lane
John Laws
Joe & Lu Lepianka
Bert Maidment
Stan & Dolores Malnar
Mr & Mrs. Arthur Marti
Blake Martin
Joe Martin
Lynneda Martin
Consuelo Martinez
Sandy McCullagh
Scott & Andy McCullagh
Harold McGrane
Jane McGrance
Melanie McKenzie

Members of the McMillin &
George Families

Members of the Moffitt &
Snyder Families

Mr & Mrs. Thomas Moran
Harry & Margaret Nelson
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Barb Ogle
Charles & Genevieve O’Halloran
Louise Parizek
Sandy Peneton
Johnny Perez
Rita Platt
Marvel & John Poettgen
Jim Pyle
Joseph Rakowski
Michael Reecht
Mark Reed
Robert, Marian & Bobby Reid
Sarah Reikena
Anthony & Susan Rinella
Barry & Carl Rockers
Carol Romme
Mary Ann Ruskamp
Glenn & Mary Russell
Phillip Sandquist
Members of the Sell & Gibson Families
Luke Sellhorst
Kathy Smith
Rita Stehno
Members of the Strother Family
Larry Sweeney
Mr. & Mrs. H.C. Teegarden
Jack Thesing
Mary Thesing
Evelyn Tingelhoff
Eduardo Carranza Valdes
Hilda Virgilio
Kathy & Ken Voorhes
Betty Walter
Bill Weems

Members of the Bernard &
Teresa Weiser Family

Members of the Rudolph &
Mary Weiser Family

Bill Wellinghoff
John Whigham

Members of the Wietharn &
Rottinghaus Families

W. M. & Nora Yeado
John & Mary Ziegelmeyer



