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PASTOR'S GORNE

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Today we celebrate the mystery of God becoming man. We often see it as a
birthday celebration, and, of course, we commemorate the birth of our Savior.
But it is also, in a sense, a “wedding” anniversary, for on that first Christmas, the
divine and the human were wed, the heavenly and the earthly united, the infinite
with the finite,God and man becoming one flesh.

God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son (Jn 3:16). The Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among us (Jn 1:14). The Angels announced, “good
news of great joy ... a Savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord” (Lk
2:11). Centuries later, great saints continued to reflect on the mystery of that first
Christmas.

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430)
Man’s maker was made man, that He,
Ruler of the stars,

might nurse at His mother’s breast;

that the Bread might hunger,

the Fountain thirst,

the Light sleep,

the Way be tired on its journey;

that the Truth might be accused of false witness, the Teacher be beaten with
whips,

the Foundation be suspended on wood;
that Strength might grow weak;

that the Healer might be wounded;

that Life might die

St. Leo the Great (c.400-461)

Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born;
let us rejoice.

Sadness should have no place

on the birthday of life.

The fear of death has been swallowed up;
life brings us joy

with the promise of eternal happiness.

No one is shut out from this joy;

all share the same reason for rejoicing.
Our Lord, victor over sin and death,
finding no man free from sin, came to free us all.

“While the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ” (Jn1:17).

Merry Christmas!
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